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Francisco de Lima, Portuguese Merchants of Parra!,
and the New Mexico Trade, 1638-1675
Rick Hendricks and Gerald Mandell

O

n 23 November 1654, Gen. Hernando de Ugarte y la Concha, former
governor of New Mexico (1649-1653), wrote his last will and testament
in Mexico City.l Ugarte, a native of Fuenterrabfa in Guipuzcoa, ordered that

a small consignment of New Mexico trade goods and other articles be delivered to his daughter, Marfa de la Concha, in Nueva Vizcaya. A resident ofthe
mining district of San Juan de Inde, Marfa was the wife ofSgt. Andres Melendez, a soldier at the presidio ofCerro Gordo southeast ofSanta Barbara. Among
the goods mentioned in Ugarte's will were twenty-six New Mexico-made deerskin doublets, two high-quality wool bedspreads, a forty-four-pound iron bar,
and two Apache slaves. These articles were said to be in the possession ofFrancisco de Lima, Governor Ugarte's business agent in the busy silver mining and
commercial center of San Jose del Parra!' After her father's death, Marfa de la
Concha granted a power of attorney to her husband, Sergeant Melendez, to
collect these articles from Lima. The retrieval of this meager array of goods
took place in Parral during the spring of 1656.
Of the dozens of merchants doing business in Parral during the mid-16oos,
none was more infl uential in the New Mexico trade than Governor Ugarte's
business agent, Francisco de Lima. Over the course of a thirty-seven-year
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career that lasted from 1638 until his death in 1675, Lima became one ofParraI's
leading citizens. Beginning in the 165os, he served as alguacil mayor propietario (proprietary constable) for Parral and the Santa Barbara province, a
post he held for almost twenty years. Between the late 1640S and early 1660s,
Lima thrived as a businessman. He acted as the commercial agent for several
New Mexico governors, served as Parral syndic for the Franciscans of New
Mexico, and provided significant amounts of retail merchandise and venture
capital to a small but ambitious group of New Mexico-based freighters and
traders including don Pedro Duran y Chaves II and Capt. Andres L6pez de
Gracia. As the major facilitator of the New Mexico trade, Lima furnished
thousands of pesos in some years to men such as Chaves and L6pez de Gracia.
More importantly, his extensive social and commercial connections in Parral
and beyond provided New Mexicans a point of access to Spain's imperial
distribution network.
Lima was born around 1612 in Vila Vi<;osa, Portugal, just west ofBadajoz,
Estremadura, in Spain. 2 Almost nothing is presently known of his childhood
or the status of his parents, Francisco Gomes and Beatrfs de Lima. Francisco
de Lima's hometown was an ancient community, once an intensive LusoRoman settlement. Vila Vi<;osa's Roman name was Callipole from the Greek
for handsome, delightful, pleasant town or city. Its inhabitants were called
callipolenses even in Lima's day, as is the Iberian tradition. 3 The town's modern name, vifosa (lush, luxuriant), derives from the fact that the area is watered by numerous springs originating in the nearby Serra de Borba in winter
and forming seasonal creeks flowing down a broad valley. By contrast, during the summer, the creeks dry up except for their deepest courses. The town
is situated at an elevation of 422 meters above sea level on the eastern slopes
of the mountains. Vila Vi<;osa is located in what was generally held to be the
poorest region of Portugal, the Alentejo, but the Serra de Borba provides protection to the west for the valley's notably fertile soil, which produces olives,
cereal crops, and fruit. Cork is also harvested from local trees. Vila Vi<;osa is one
of three area communities that historically participated in marble quarrying. 4
At the time of Lima's birth, Vila Vi<;osa boasted two sixteenth-century
churches, a cloistered nunnery dedicated to Santa Clara de Braga, the Augustinian convent of Nossa Senhora da Gra<;a, and a medieval castle. Vila
Vi<;osa was also the residence of the Duque de Bragan<;a. Years before, the
fourth Duque de Bragan<;a, dom Jaime, initiated construction of the ducal
palace. Extensive renovations, including the installation of a facade made
from locally quarried marble, began at the instigation of dom Teod6sio, the
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seventh Duque de Bragan9a. These works were in progress during Lima's
youth. Vila Vi90sa was the site of gala ducal feasts, theatrical productions
staged for the entertainment of the Bragan9as and their noble guests, and
occasional bullfights. In 1640 dom Teod6sio's son, the eighth Duque de Bragan9a, became King Joao IV of Portugal, and Vila Vi90sa was abruptly abandoned by the royal family. From that time, members of the court returned to
Vila Vi<;osa only in pursuit of leisure, using the ancestral Bragan<;a properties as a hunting preserve.'
There is no hint ofwhy Lima departed Vila
Vi<;osa. The myriad forces that spurred Iberians to leave the peninsula to seek their fortune in the New World may well explain
FRANCISCO DE
Lima's motivation. Francisco probably landed
in New Spain during the early to mid-163°S and may have lived for a time in
Veracruz, Mexico City, or even Cuencame, a mining town in the present-day
state of Durango, before settling in Parra!' Given the evidence of an informal
Portuguese social and commercial network operating in New Spain by the
1630s, it seems likely that influential Portuguese in Mexico City encouraged
Lima to seek his fortune in Parral and perhaps provided initial contacts and
introductions. Francisco Franco Moreira, the Portuguese silver merchant
and commission agent, was one such individual who had numerous contacts
in Parra!.6 Lima may have arrived in Parral, the principal mining and commercial center of Nueva Vizcaya during the summer or fall of 1638, when he
was about twenty-six years of age. He was not among the group of ParraI merchants listed in April of that year, but his name did appear on a similar list of
merchants with stores in Parral compiled in August 1639.7
During the first decade or two of the seventeenth century, residents of the
"kingdom and provinces of New Mexico" had only intermittent contact with
their counterparts in Nueva Vizcaya. The most frequent points of interaction
were probably San Bartolome, Santa Barbara, and the mining town ofCuencame. There is evidence that several Franciscan missionaries, including fray
Juan de Salas and fray Tomas Manso, in New Mexico established commercial accounts with San Bartolome merchants in order to market mission-made
articles, mostly woven goods, in Nueva Vizcaya 8 Matias L6pez del Castillo,
a native ofCabra, in Andalusia, and a New Mexico-based freighter and petty
trader during the 1620S and early 163os, transported goods for New Mexico
governor Juan de Eulate (1618-1625) and for the Franciscan missionary, fray
Esteban de Perea. 9
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Santa Barbara, founded in 1567 by Gen. Rodrigo del Rio de Losa, was
apparently the most important mining town in what is now southern Chihuahua during the late 1500S and early 1600s, prior to the dramatic silver strike
at nearby Parral. Oakah L. Jones explains:
The principal discovery occurred at Parral [a few leagues northeast of
Santa Barbara] in the summer of 1631. A Santa Barbara resident,
Alferez Juan Rangel de Biezma, struck the first rich silver vein on a hill
named "Ia negrita," and soon this strike led to an exodus from all over
Nueva Vizcaya to the new real of San Jose del Parral. Within the first
year of its development, newly arrived residents filed four hundred
mining claims there. By 1632 there were more than three hundred
vecinos living in Parral, and five years later the boomtown contained
thirty-seven merchants. 1O
Another important silver discovery was made in 1634 at San Diego de las
Minas Nuevas (present-day Villa Escobedo), a few miles northwest ofParral.
The rise ofParraI and San Diego as a vigorous mining, commercial, and financial complex during the mid-1630s made it an appropriate and convenient
location for New Mexico governors and freighters to execute legal instruments, secure venture capital, purchase trade goods and supplies of every
sort, buy and sell Black and Indian slaves, liquidate merchandise sent south
from New Mexico, and consolidate shipments of commodities (deerskins,
pinones [pine nuts], and buffalo hides) bound for Mexico CityY
Silver extraction and commerce of this nature were powerful lures during the mining boom of the 1630S, and Lima was no doubt drawn to Parral
by the possibility-indeed, the likelihood-of financial gain. For aspiring
merchants such as Lima, the economic implications of Parral's dramatic
population growth were fairly obvious: A sudden and geometric increase in
the number of miners, tradesmen, and laborers created a corresponding increase in the number of potential customers for all manner of consumer
goods. During his early years in Parral, Lima worked as a boticario (apothecary).IZ Since the bulk of Parral's retail trade during the 1630S and 1640S
involved supplying the local miners and ranchers with essential commodities, it appears that Lima quickly de-emphasized his distribution of herbs,
medicinal powders, and other exotic goods in favor of such basics as flour,
salt, dried beans, wine, soap, candles, sugar, chocolate, tobacco, fabric,
thread, iron, tools, hardware, and clothing of all types. This retail shift in
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emphasis notwithstanding, Lima maintained his apothecary shop in his
Parral dwelling for the rest of his life 13
Like other Parral merchants of his era, Lima received the bulk of his retail inventory in shipments from wholesale brokers based in the viceregal
capital and commercial center of Mexico City. Juan Jorge, a fellow apothecary, may have been Lima's source of pharmaceutical goods in the viceregal capita!.14The former was doubtless Portuguese and possibly a member of
the Jorge family of ParraI, to whom Lima became related by marriage in 1644.
Certain commodities, such as flour, soap, native wine, and tallow candles,
were sometimes purchased from vendors in Nueva Vizcaya. Once he was
firmly established as a general merchant in Parral, Lima was able to form
more complex business relationships, such as the one he had with New Mexico governor Ugarte.
Ugarte's choice of Lima, a Portuguese merchant and provisioner to the silver refineries, as his Parral business agent was by no means unique; rather, it
was typical for the time. Of the sixteen individuals who occupied the govemorship of New Mexico between 1635 and 1680 (excluding Francisco Gomez, a
native of Portugal and a citizen of New Mexico), at least thirteen had commercial agentsllegal correspondents in Parra!' Capt. Alonso Pacheco de Heredia
(1642-1644) was a long-time resident of Nueva Vizcaya before
assuming the governor's office in Santa Fe and, thus, had
numerous social and financial connections in and around
Parra!' In 1646 former governor Pacheco was engaged in a
bitter legal dispute with his successor, don Fernando de Arguello Carvajal (1644-1647). Pacheco's representatives in

BRAND OF

Parral at that time were his brother, Capt. Pedro de Zubia

ALONSO PACHECO

Pacheco, and Juan de Heredia. Governor Arguello's legal
functionary in Parral was don Bernardo de Arrasola y Corra!.15

DE HEREDIA

The business agent in Parral for Governor don Luis de Guzman y Figueroa
(1647-1649) was the Asturian merchant, don Fernando de Valdes Llanos, an
individual who displayed a fondness for such luxury items as expensive jewelry,
gilded pistols, Oriental tapestries, and 15o-peso silk and camel-hair suits. 16
In some instances, a New Mexico governor might appoint two or more
Parral agents, each entrusted with a different function. The primary agent dealt
with trade goods sent south from New Mexico, another transshipped certain
articles to Mexico City, and a third acted as the governor's legal counsel in the
event of a financial dispute, which occurred with some regularity. Gov. Juan
de Samaniego y Jaca (1653-1656), knight of the Order of San Juan, maintained
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at least two agents, Valerio Cortes del Rey and Juan Lorenzo Bernardo de
Quiroz, in Parral, while he contracted with another, wholesale merchant Juan
Navarro de Pastrana, in Mexico City.17 The latter received large shipments of
buckskins from Governor Samaniego y Jaca during the mid-1650s.
To alleviate the monotony of Santa Fe and to supplement their paltry twothousand-peso annual salaries, virtually every governor of New Mexico between the early 1600s and late 1670S engaged in commerce, some operating
more aggressively than others. 18 Upon arrival in Santa Fe, incoming governors ordinarily set up retail outlets from which they distributed basic but exorbitantly priced trade goods to the citizens of the kingdom. Several of the
governors purchased their inventories in Mexico City before departing for
New Mexico. Others obtained trade goods in Parral, but at higher prices. It
appears likely that a few New Mexico governors of the mid-160os struck cozy
deals with Parral merchants who provided goods at cost (that is, at Mexico
City prices plus freight and wholesale commission) in exchange for a share
of the net profits. Such arrangements, if conducted fairly, were satisfactory to
both parties. A good example of this sort of partnership was Gov. don Diego
Dionisio de Pefialosa Bicefio y Verdugo (1661-1664), whose agent in Parral
was the merchant-miner, Juan de Salaices. Governor Pefialosa descended
upon Santa Fe with six wagon loads of trade goods and personal property in
the summer of1661. 19 Cristobal de Rivera, a sixty-year-old professional freighter,
agreed to transport this merchandise from Parral to Santa Fe for the customary fee of ten reales (1.25 pesos) per arroba (twenty-five pounds ).20 This agreement was signed in Parral on 14 June 1661, and Pefialosa arrived in Santa Fe
about sixty days later in mid-August. Since Rivera's six commercial freight
wagons probably contained twenty-four thousand to thirty thousand pounds
of cargo (960 to 1,200 arrobas), Rivera likely earned well over one thousand
pesos, before expenses, in this transaction.
Payments at the governors' retail warehouses in Santa Fe were usually made
in kind, and in this way the governors became, in effect, commodities brokers.
As a consequence, the principal role ofthe Parral business agent, such as Lima,
was to receive and sometimes liquidate trade goods and commodities the governors sent south: inexpensive cotton and woolen clothing, decorative items
(wool tapestries, table cloths, door hangings), pifiones, deer and antelope skins,
embroidered jackets and vests, buffalo hides, livestock, and Apache slaves.
When a New Mexico governor had purchased his retail merchandise
in Mexico City, his business agent in Parral was more of an accountant or
liquidator rather than a true business partner. In this capacity, the Parral agent
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received New Mexico trade goods the governor sent south, stored them for
a period of time in Parral, and sold them to the benefit of the governor's account, presumably retaining a fee in the bargain. If procedures worked
according to plan, this relationship proved to be mutually beneficial. The
New Mexico governors' business relationships with their Parral agents and
the Parral merchants' relationships with the New Mexico traders were hvo
sides of the same mercantile coin. The marketing expertise Lima acquired
in his transactions with Governors Ugarte, Andres Lopez de Gracia, and don
Pedro Duran y Chaves II during the late 1640S and early 1650S was no doubt
very useful several years later in his dealings with Gov. Juan Manso (16561659)' Indeed, Lima's financial patronage of Lopez de Gracia and Chaves
may have been an inevitable byproduct of his relationship with Governor
Ugarte.
A flurry of business activity in the Parral-New Mexico trade occurred between 1649 and 1652, during the four-year term of Governor Ugarte. The exact
reason for this surge of commerce is not known. It is possible that Governor
Ugarte may have been somewhat less inclined toward mercantile activities
than some of his contemporaries, leaving a window of opportunity open for
the New Mexico traders. In 1652 Andres Lopez de Gracia, Pedro de Chaves,
and Miguel de Noriega signed agreements in Parral that brought at least seventy-two hundred pesos' worth of cash and merchandise to New Mexico, almost half of which was provided by Lima. 21
Miguel de Noriega, a native of San Vicente de la Barquera in the Spanish province of Santander, arrived in Mexico City around 1644. He was a
resident of Parra1by 1649, when his elegant handwriting began to appear on
documents. 22 In October 1652 Noriega, who was operating as a merchant by
that time, and the Mexico City freighter, Jose de las Marinas, acquired 3,855
pesos' worth of retail merchandise from Parral merchants Juan de Salafces
and Jose Lopez Noble. This consignment of goods was to be transported to
New Mexico in Marinas's wagons and sold to the colonists there. Net profits
were to be evenly divided between Noriega and Marinas. Noriega returned
to Parral after completing his New Mexico venture.23
In February 1652 Lima loaned Captain
Lopez de Gracia ofNew Mexico 2,377 pesos'
worth of trade merchandise, for which the
latter paid "current Parral prices," presumably retaiJ.24 Lopez de Gracia, born around
ANDRES LOPEZ DE GRACIA

1617 in regions unknown, was apostolic no-
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tary in New Mexico in 1640.25 As early as 1638 he operated a fair-sized ranch
in the general vicinity of Isleta Pueblo. In March 1651, prior to his contract
with Lima, Lopez de Gracia owned four commercial freight wagons, and his
agricultural holdings in New Mexico were described as being large haciendas where cattle, sheep, and mules were raised. 26 In addition to his freighting
and mercantile activities, Lopez de Gracia supplied
sheep to the Parral market. In 1655 he delivered 410
wethers (castrated sheep) to the rancher Pedro de
Sapien, a native of San Sebastian in Guipuzcoa and
Parral's official mutton contractor. 27 The New Mexico missionaries, who maintained large flocks of
BRAND OF
sheep at several of the pueblos, also drove sheep to
ANDRES LOPEZ DE GRACIA
ParraJ.28 In 1645 fray Tomas Manso of New Mexico
had livestock accounts with Capt. Juan de Nava of Cuencame, who owed
Manso four hundred pesos. 29
Lopez de Gracia had commercial accounts with other merchants besides
Lima, including Francisco Rosales;30 Simon Martinez, or Martin (another
Portuguese); and Juan Gala, also known as Juan Alvarez, a native of Salas,
Asturias. In early 1649 Lopez de Gracia incurred a 617-peso obligation to
Martfnez. 31 The previous year he had transferred two Apache children, ages
eleven and fifteen, to Capt. Juan Sanchez Rico of San DiegoY Juan Galawho had probably been Lopez de Gracia's most important supplier of trade
goods in the late 1640S prior to his partnership with Lima - died in early May
1649. Held that same year, the auction of Gala's store inventory and personal
property included a number of New Mexico items: one deerskin doublet,
two shawls, five pairs of deerskin gloves, fifteen deerskins, and a quantity of
New Mexico-made sackcloth valued at 1.75 reales per vara. Two years after
Gala's death, Lopez de Gracia still owed his estate more than 650 pesos for
merchandise received. 33
The Parral-New Mexico trade sponsored by Lima offered New Mexico
traders such as Lopez de Gracia important opportunities to acquire silver
coin. Actual profits in the New Mexico trade are difficult to estimate, but it
is possible that during his most active years - the late 1640S and early 165osLopez de Gracia may have netted annually some five hundred to one thousand
pesos, a sum that enabled him to move well beyond the customary limitations of the cash-poor local economy.
Since promissory notes signed in Parral by the New Mexico traders were
often for periods of only six or seven months and since the journey between
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Parral and central New Mexico took about sixty days by wagon, traders had
only two or three months-less than a summer-to dispose of their goods,
return to Parral, and pay their debts. Consequently, most trade items brought
north from Parral with Lopez de Gracia and others were likely selected to
achieve a rapid turnover: basic clothing, fabric, thread, iron, tools, and so
forth. At the same time, some New Mexican clients undouhtedly placed special orders with Lopez de Gracia that Lima endeavored to fill for items such
as certain spices, silk hosiery, laces or fabrics, Oriental tableware, or highquality firearms. In this way, Lima functioned as an agent in the laborious,
expensive, and time-consuming transfer of material culture from the ends of
the Spanish Empire to Mexico City, Parral, and, ultimately, New Mexico.
Table 1shows basic merchandise available in Parral for shipments to New
Mexico. 54 Prices, where known, are given at wholesale (Mexico City) level
for the second half of the seventeenth century, excluding transportation and
markups. Certain inconsistencies are apparent in the manner in which inventories were appraised. As a point of reference, the monthly wage for a
common laborer in Parral in the mid-1600s was only six or seven pesos (8
reales = 1peso). Skilled craftsmen could earn thirty to forty pesos per month.
Marketed by the hand, tobacco from Papantla (near Poza Rica in the state
ofVeracruz) was one of the more popular consumer items on the frontier. At
wholesale, a hand was worth 1. 5 to 4 reales, depending on quality and availability. There were normally 80 hands per bale. In 1661 tobacco was valued at
1.5 reales per hand and/or 22 reales per arroba (25 pounds), a price suggesting
that a single bundle weighed around l.7 pounds. 55 In January 1655 Capt. Juan
de la Escallada Castillo of New Mexico, brother-in-law of Juan Lucero de
Godoy, purchased a bale of tobacco from the Parral merchant, don Francisco
SotO. 56 Escallada's intent was to liquidate this desirable commodity in New
Mexico at the highest price possible.
Any of the items listed in Table 2 might have been special-ordered by New
Mexico customers. Although they were luxury articles by New Mexico standards, they were fairly common in the stores of Parra!' As in Table 1, prices
for these items were derived from wholesale inventories 37
In Parral Lima consigned basic trade goods and luxury items to his New
Mexican trading partners. These business relationships tied him to some of
the colony's most prominent families. Between early November 1652 and late
December 1654 (during the governorships of Ugarte and Samaniego),Lima
provided at least 2,525 pesos in cash and merchandise to don Pedro Duran y
Chaves II, whose farm and ranch in New Mexico were located somewhere
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Table 1 Merchandise Available in Parral for Shipment to New Mexico
Import Item

Approximate Value Per Unit

Iron
Sugar
Nails
Felling Axes
Hatchets
Hand Saws
Hoes
Sheep Shears
Mexican Knives
Thread from Campeche

3 or 4 reales per pound
4 to 5 pesos per arroba
About 4 reales per pound
2 to 3 pesos
2 to 3 pesos
2 to 3 pesos
4 reales to 4 pesos
1.6 pesos
6 or 7 reales
7.5 pesos per arroba
(2.4 reales per pound)

Needles
Cobblers'Tacks
Zapotecan Shawls and Shawls from
Villa Alta
Men's Hats
Men's Footwear
Women's Footwear
Tobacco from Papantla
Men's Wool Stockings from Toluca
Men's Stockings from Brussels
Ordinary Men's Suits
Ordinary Men's Doublets
Men's Woolen Knee Breeches
Brightly Colored Tunics from Texcoco
and Points South
Soap from Puebla
Blue or Green Bayeta Cloth
Common Mexican Lace
Common Mexican Ribbon
Common Stirrups
Jineta Bridles
Mirrors
Rosaries
Gunpowder and Shot

2

pesos

4 reales to 2 pesos
3.5 to 6 reales per pair
4 or 5 reales per pair
1. 5 to 4 reales per hand (bundle)
5 to 6 reales per pair
1. 5 pesos per pan
20 to 25 pesos
3 pesos
3 pesos
1 to 1.5 pesos

24 8-ounce cakes for 1 peso
4 to 5 reales per vara
3 reales per vara
1 real per vara
1. 5 pesos per pan
1 peso
6 reales
From a few to many reales

within the boundaries ofAtrisco on present-day Albuquerque's west side. J8 As
noted, don Pedro- born in New Mexico around 1611 to Maestre de Campo
Pedro Duran y Chaves I, a native of Llerena, and dona Isabel Baca Bojorquez-was the younger brother of don Fernando Duran y Chaves J.l9
Pedro and Fernando Duran y Chaves became at least part-time residents
of the Parral region during the early 165os.40 Fernando, born 1609 in New
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Luxury Articles Available in Parral by Special Order

Import Item

Approximate Value Each

Chocolate
Cinnamon
Rosemary
Mexican Wine from Parras,
West of Saltillo
Spanish Wine
Playing Cards
Religious Icons
Silver Candlesticks
Shawls from Campeche
Men's Silk Stockings from Toledo
Men's Damask Doublets
Better Men's Suits
Black Bayeta from Catile
Exotic Fabrics
Satin from Segovia
Women's Chinese Combs
Fine Cambric Thread
Sea Salt from Sinaloa
Silk from Calabria
Silk from China
Ink
Pens
Paper from Genoa
Copper Kettles and Pitchers to
Prepare and Serve Chocolate
Arcabuces (new)
Used Arcabuces

4 to 6 reales per pound
3.5 pesos per pound
3.5 reales per pound
4 reales per cuartillo (half-liter), retail,
in Parral
6 reales per cuartillo, retail
2 reales per pack (used)
Varied
Varied
6.5 pesos
5 or 6 pesos per pair
25 pesos
25 to 50 pesos
2 pesos per vara
4 to 13· 5 pesos per vara
2.25 pesos per vara
2+ pesos
4.5 to 7 reales per ounce
8 pesos per fanega (1.6 bushels)
8 to 16 pesos per pound
13.5 to 18,5 pesos per pound
Varied
pesos per ream
2.25 pesos
2.5

18.5 to 50+ pesos
5 to 20 pesos

Mexico, was mentioned in the estate settlement of Fernando de Valdes Llanos in ·the fall of 1651.41 Valdes Llanos, who specialized in upper-end retail
goods, owned the playing-card monopoly in
Parral around midcentury. A decade earlier,
he and another Parral merchant, Manuel
Marquez, cooperated in shipping a consignment of merchandise to New Mexico. 42
They shipped these goods in June 1640 during the term of Cov. Luis de Rosas (1637-1641).
In October 1652 Fernando de Chaves, still a resident of ParraI, transferred
a female Apache slave to Isabel de Villegas for 110 pesosY In December of
that year, he purchased a small cattle ranch and wheat farm at La Comera,
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which lay three leagues from Parral, from Capt. Juan Gomez Fernandez. 44
Chaves's ranch bordered on another owned by Antonio Saez, apparently an
uncle of Ambrosio Saez, a resident of New Mexico between the late 1650S
and 1680. Fernando seems to have remained in Parral for several years after
purchasing this property. In May 1653 Ursula, one of Chaves's New Mexico
Indian servants (probably anApache), married Nicolas Lazaro, the employee
of Alonso de Ontiveros of San Diego de las Minas Nuevas. 45 Still residing in
Parral in November 1655, Fernando enlisted in a military campaign-the
only man among fifty-six listed (including several prominent citizens of ParraI)
who was referred to as "don," presumably in deference to his quasi-noble
status within the kingdom and provinces of New Mexico. 46
Fernando's son, Agustin Duran y Chaves, was still living in the Parral region
as late as July 1664, when he witnessed the will of Capt. Domingo Lorenzo. 47
At that time, Lorenzo, a native of Caminha, Portugal, was a silver refiner at
San Francisco del Oro, southwest of Parra!' He had arrived in Parral as a merchant around 1643-48 By the end ofthe decade, he had become an active mine
provisioner and, during the mid-1650s, was engaged in mining at nearby San
Diego. In the early 1660s Lorenzo was living in San Francisco del Oro, where
he became alcalde mayor and operated a fair-sized smelting refinery and
charcoal-making facility.49 An insurmountable debt of more than eleven
thousand pesos, however, forced him into liquidation in 1676.50 Lorenzo's
wife was Marfa Jorge, a descendant of the Portuguese merchant, Manuel
Jorge. 5l
A number of other individuals were drawn into the business relationship
Lima and Chaves had forged, including men such as Antonio Rodrfguez and
Toribio de Hevia of Parra!' Hevia, a native of San Julian, Asturias, had miscellaneous business contacts with don Pedro Duran y Chaves during the
early 165os. According to his will, Hevia owned an eleven-year-old "chichimeca" (Apache) slave from New Mexico valued at fifty pesos. 52 Rodrfguez, a
native of Cuencame, also owned Apache slaves and had dealings with don
Pedro. 53 At the time of Rodrfguez's will in September 1653, don Pedro still
owed him sixty pesos. This sum was the balance of an initial debt of one hundred pesos for a group of jacks and jennies the testator had consigned to
Chaves, who subsequently sold them in New Mexico. Because silver coin
was precious to don Pedro, he repaid part of this obligation in kind with two
cows, ten sheep, and a woven skirting of some sort. Chaves, who was in New
Mexico on business in 1653, had returned to Parral by December 1654, at
which time he signed a large six-month promissory note to Lima. 54
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Throughout the 1640S and 165os, Apache slaves-mostly women, children, and young boys-were clearly the most valuable New Mexico trade
articles of the period. Their sale brought 25 to 50 pesos apiece in Santa Fe and
50 to 125 pesos in Parral. During the administration of Governor Manso, Lima
routinely received shipments of slaves from his correspondent in Santa Fe.
A royal decree handed down in Guadalajara on 24 May 1660 made trafficking in Apache slaves illegal, but the practice continued in Parral for several
years much as before. 55 New Mexicans who persisted in this activity were subject to arrest. Alonso Garcia, whose ranch was in Albuquerque's far north
valley, was arrested and jailed in Parral in January 1665 for trafficking in Apache
slaves. 56
The Parral market for Black and Apache slaves drew other New Mexicans
to Parral soon after it was established. The New Mexico-based freighter and
petty trader, Matias L6pez del Castillo, wasted little time taking advantage of
the slaving opportunities available in Parral. He sold a female Angolan slave
in that city in October 1633, and other New Mexicans, including Capt. Andres
Hurtado ofthe Sandia jurisdiction, bought and sold Black and mulatto slaves
in Parral. 57 During the 1630S and 1640s, male Mrican slaves from Angola and
the Congo sold in Parral for 400 to 550 pesos apiece. 58 That price was four or
five times the value of a comparable Apache, whose term of servitude was, at
least in theory, limited to fifteen years after reaching the age of twelve. Lima,
like many of his Portuguese associates, became involved in the Mrican slave
trade shortly after arriving in Parral. In 1640 he marketed several male and
female slaves, using powers of attorney granted him by prominent individuals in Veracruz, Zacatecas, and Parral,59 At one point, Lima personally owned
thirteen Black and mulatto slaves. 60
Indispensable elements in the system of commerce, such as mules and
freight wagons, were also readily available in Parral, as were the services of
experienced blacksmiths and other tradesmen. In June 1641, for example,
Capt. Tome Dominguez, the elder, sold a freight wagon and sixteen mules
in Parral to Andres Pelaez of Mexico City for 602.5 pesos. 61 In 1648 Tome's
son, Francisco, also a commercial freighter and trader, sold a wagon and nineteen mules in Parral to Captain L6pez de Gracia of New Mexico for five hundred pesos. 61 Tome, a frontier jack-of-all-trades, was at least a part-time resident
of the Parral area as early as 1635, when he was paid twenty-nine pesos for assembling ten barrels for the silver miner, Mateo Nl1fiez 63
There was a surprising volume of traffic between the Santa Barbara province and central New Mexico, despite the arduous and sometimes dangerous

SUMMER 2002

HENDRICKS AND MANDELL ~

275

journey by wagon. The names of well-known New Mexicans appear with
great regularity in the Parral records. New Mexico traders wishing to profit
from the commercial opportunities available in Parral established lines of
credit with various Parral merchants, several of whom, including Lima, were
Portuguese. Typically, New Mexico-based freighters and traders left the kingdom in late summer or fall and arrived in Parral between November and
January. After a rest in Parral, which lasted weeks or even months, they obtained their retail goods and were back on the road to New Mexico. Rising
waters along the Rio Grande in late May and June dictated a mid-March
departure from Parra!'
Owing to the high retail prices for consumer goods in Parral and the great
distance between central New Mexico and southern Chihuahua, the New
Mexico trade was expensive, time-consuming, and occasionally fraught with
peril for the individuals involved. New Mexico traders paid dearly for the items
they purchased in Parral from merchants such as Lima, and their customers
back in New Mexico likewise paid premium prices. The weight-based freighting fees in use encouraged substantial price increases in heavier commodities
such as candles, soap, sugar, chocolate, iron, and the like, but had relatively
little impact on lightweight articles, such as rosaries, needles, thread, spices,
silk, exotic fabrics, and custom-ordered clothing. Since most payments New
Mexicans made were in kind, a Campeche shawl worth six or seven pesos in
Mexico City (excluding the 4 percent commission paid to the wholesale broker and the 13.5 reales-per-arroba freighting charge from Mexico City to Parral)
may have been exchanged in New Mexico for ten to twenty wethers, which,
depending on their age and physical condition, were generally worth one to
two pesos apiece in Parra!.64 Other native articles of value -deerskins, buffalo
hides, pinones, cheap woollen cloth, native clothing, miscellaneous decorative
items, bags of coarse wool (worth 1.25 to 2 pesos per arroba), steers, and, of
course, Apache slaves-were also given to New Mexico traders in payment for
consumer goods. A few New Mexico consumers such as Francisco Gomez
Robledo, one of the kingdom's most affluent citizens, may have been able to
pay portions of their accounts with silver coin. Native commodities received
from New Mexico citizens were taken back to Parral in the fall or winter and
liquidated there, or delivered to the New Mexico trader's commercial benefactor. Some Parral merchants made small to moderate profits on the trade goods
initially provided to New Mexican traders and another profit on New Mexico
articles subsequently marketed through their stores. Livestock driven to Parral
was sold to local ranchers or to the town's beef and mutton contractors.
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Because of its wealth and geographical location, Parral, the first town of
any size directly south of Santa Fe, was an ideal market for New Mexico export
products. Parral's numerous retail outlets served as repositories and conduits for
New Mexico trade goods of all kinds, particularly low-end merchandise such
as inexpensive cotton and woollen clothing, cheap wool stockings, leather
gloves and vests, animal skins, ;erga (coarse cloth), shawls, coverlets, and so
forth. The fact that New Mexico export items appear with such regularity in
Parral estate inventories suggests a small but steady stream of products from
New Mexico into the Parral market. Lima, who was especially active in this
field of commerce during the 165os, received a great many New Mexico products as payment on account from the traders and governors of that period.
Table 3 is derived from dozens of estate inventories recorded in Parra!.65
Before he became involved in the New Mexico trade, Lima had begun to
lay the foundation for his financial success in and around Parra!' Almost immediately upon his arrival in Parral around 1638-1639, Lima established
personal and commercial relationships with a small, close-knit group of
Portuguese who had already lived in the Santa Barbara province for a number ofyears. Among Lima's earliest Portuguese associates were the merchants
Simon Martin, Capt. Domingo Gonzalez, and Manuel Jorge, and the Parral
silver miner Capt. Gonzalo Rodriguez. Gonzalez, Jorge, and Rodriguez were
all brothers-in-law and natives of Tangier, a Portuguese possession in North
Africa. Their wives, respectively, were Regina, Ana, and Marfa de Vera, the
daughters of Capt. Gaspar de Vera and Maria Delgado of Cuencame, which,
to all appearances, had been the busiest mining center in Nueva Vizcaya
prior to the silver discovery at Parra!.66
One of Lima's first non-Portuguese associates, beginning around 1640, was
the merchant and mine provisioner, Capt. Domingo de Apresa y Falcon, a
native ofTui, Galicia. 67 In 1644 the two formed a mercantile partnership,
which seems to have ended badly.68 When Lima decided to dissolve the company that he had formed with Apresa y Falcon, the Portuguese merchant
determined that his Galician partner owed him eight thousand pesos. Four
knowledgeable individuals who examined their books corroborated Lima's
claim. Yet the matter remained unresolved at Lima's death in 1675. In his
will, Lima suggested that his heirs settle the delinquent account for only four
thousand pesos, but whether they heeded his advice is unknown, as is the
ultimate resolution of this matter. This legal/financial dispute between Lima
and Apresa y Falcon, so typical for its time, was not entirely about money. A
question of business ethics was likely involved. By the time of Lima's death,
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Table 3 New Mexico Trade Goods and Prices in the Parral Trade
New Mexico Products

Approximate Per Unit

Sheep, usually wethers

6 reales to 2 pesos (depending upon age,
size)
1.25 to 2 pesos per arroba
3+ to 6 reales per vara
1.75 to 2 reales per vara
14 reales
12 reales
4 pesos

Wool
Jerga
Sayal
Jerga Sacks
Small Leather Sacks
Steers
Elk Hide Paintings
Carved/Painted Santos
Deerskin Arquebus Sheaths
Cotton Towels
Cotton and Wool Shawls
Leather Gloves and Caps
Cheap Wool Stockings
Cheap Leather Shoes
Better Wool Stockings
Antelope, Deer, and Elk Skins
Small Embroidered Cloths
Large Embroidered Draperies
Deerskin Vests and Jackets
More Elaborate Deerskin Jackets
Deerskin Capes, Leather Armor
High Quality Bedspreads
Tablecloths, Coverlets, etc.
Door Hangings
Better Wall Hangings
Leather Saddles
Woven Rugs or Runners
Cotton Yoke Pads for Oxen
Buffalo Hides
Apache Baskets
Sal tierra
Pinones

Apache, Ute, and Pawnee Slaves

A few reales
1 to 2 pesos or less
1 to 2 pesos or less
1 real per pair
2 reales per pair
4 to 6 reales per pair
I to 5 pesos
3 pesos
9 pesos
I to 5 pesos
15 to 20 pesos
15 to 40 pesos
9 pesos
I to 2 pesos
I peso
25 pesos
5 to 6 pesos
5 to 10 pesos
6 pesos
2 pesos
A few reales
2 to 4+ pesos per fanega
1 to 3 pesos per fanega in Santa Fe, but
10 pesos per fanega, wholesale, in
Mexico City
25 to 50 pesos in Santa Fe, 50 to 125 in
Parral
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Apresa y Falc6n had become one of Nueva Vizcaya's wealthiest and most
financially diversified businessmen and could easily have paid this debt had
he chosen to acknowledge it.
The Portuguese citizens of Parral had something of a scare in the early
1640S as a result of Portugal's independence from Spain. Coincidentally, the
conspiracy that cu lminated with the rise of the House of Bragans;a to the
Portuguese throne in 1640 was plotted back in Lima's hometown ofVila Vis;osa
in the ducal palace. Mter word ofthe Bragans;a's moves reached New Spain,
its Portuguese residents came under growing suspicion. A viceregal edict issued
in November 1641 decreed that all Portuguese and children of Portuguese
residing in New Spain were required to register with local officials and hand
over their weapons. The edict was proclaimed in Parral on 12 January 1642.69
One of the witnesses was BIas Correa (almost certainly a Portuguese), and the
document was recorded in the hand of Diego Arias, another native of Vila
Vis;osa. More than forty male heads of household, representing sixty-nine
individuals, came forward in the period from 13 January to 10 March 1642.
Among those who registered in Parral were Lima and his close associates,
Sim6n Martin, Gonzalo Rodriguez, Domingo Gonzalez, and Manuel Jorge.
Although the evidence is subtle, Lima and his countrymen in Parral appear to have had a powerful ally in the person of Bach iller Juan Robledo, the
town vicar and ranking ecclesiastic in the district. 70 Robledo, a native ofTopia
in Nueva Vizcaya, had family ties to several of ParraI's Portuguese including
Jose Lobo and members of the Leit6n clan. Robledo's sister, Elvira, was married to Gen. Juan Fernandez de Carri6n, one of ParraI's wealthiest miners. 71
Fernandez de Carri6n, a native of Burgos, served as Parral business agent for
New Mexico governor Bernardo L6pez de Mendizabal (1659-1661) and also
acted as godparent at the 1660 baptism of Lima's son, Jose. 71
It is apparent that Lima was a religious man. Beyond his relationship with
Father Robledo, Lima enjoyed close relations with numerous clergy in Parra!'
As a member of the Third Order of Saint Francis he was responsible for the
collection of weekly alms for the Franciscans. On one occasion he held five
hundred pesos for a Franciscan who subsequently died. Lima took pains to
see that the money was returned to the order. More important, two of his
sons, Domingo and Pedro, became diocesan priests. Lima established ecclesiastical benefices based on two of his substantial urban properties in order
to provide perpetual incomes for these sons. It was also his wish that his youngest son, Jose, become a priest. With that in mind, Lima made provisions for
Jose to be supported by the benefices, should he choose a life in the church. 7J
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Despite Father Robledo's protection, a certain uneasiness settled over the
Portuguese of Parral during the mid-164os. For the most part, however, they
maintained their composure, and life soon returned to norma!. The Portuguese who were miners in 1642 were still miners in the late 164os. Most Portuguese merchants and tradesmen residing in Parral also continued to pursue
their former occupations. Lima was still an active and prospering merchant
in 1649.
The economic vibrancy of this group was demonstrated by Capt. Domingo Gonzalez, the most successful Portuguese merchant in the Santa Barbara
province prior to the 1642 registration. By the early 1630S he had established
a retail outlet in the wheat-growing community of San Bartolome. 74 According to Gonzalez's 1642 will, he amassed considerable assets, including an
impressive inventory of accounts receivable, nine Black slaves, a store and
houses, tens of thousands of pounds of flour and corn, silver and currency on
deposit in Mexico City, and other valuable assets. Several of Gonzalez's clients were residents of San Bartolome, Cuencame, and other communities in
Nueva Vizcaya. One was Capt. Francisco de Castro, whose base of operations was in the mining town of San Pedro de Guanacevf and who owed Gonzalez 776 pesos for liga (a silver alloy) and other merchandise. 75
Gonzalez's financial network reached from Santa Fe to Mexico City. Like
other Parral merchants and miners of the 1630S and 164os, he had financial
dealings with Francisco Franco Moreira, the Mexico City silver broker. Gonzalez also had business relationships with a number of churchmen, including
Fathers Salas and Manso of New Mexico, who evidently utilized his services
to liquidate inexpensive, mission-manufactured shawls and other merchandise in Parra!' Gonzalez and Capt. Gregorio de Carvajal, a Parral silver refiner, assumed responsibility, presumably in the early 163os, for completion
of the church in Parra!' Gregorio's father, Hernando Esteban de Carvajal,
had served as secretary of the merchants' guild in the viceregal capitaj76 The
executors of Domingo Gonzalez's sizable estate were his nephew, Alonso
Munoz, and brother-in-law, Manuel Jorge, the father of Antonio Jorge de
Vera, who emigrated to New Mexico around midcentury.77
When Gonzalez died he left his wife, Regina de Vera, and their children
to attend to his affairs. Had he survived, he would have become Lima's fatherin-law. On 30 November 1644 Marfa Gonzalez, daughter of Regina de Vera
and the late Domingo Gonzalez, married Francisco de Lima.78 Marfa's dowry
was six thousand pesos, which brought their combined assets to thirty thousand pesos,?9 Thus, by the mid-164os Lima and his wife were already upper-

280 ~ NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 77, NUMBER 3

middle-class. During the course of their thirty-one-year marriage, Francisco
and Marfa had their numerous children baptized in Parral: Domingo, Pedro,
Francisca, Antonio, Lorenzo, Andres, Jose, Beatrfs, and Clara. 8o Several of
Parral's leading non-Portuguese citizens-Gen. Juan Fernandez de Carrion,
Valerio Cortes del Rey, and Domingo de Apresa y Falcon-acted as godparents at these ceremonies, which demonstrated Lima's rising social and economic status within the community.
Lima's union with Marfa Gonzalez made him Manuel Jorge's nephew by
marriage (Manuel's wife, Ana, was Marfa's aunt). Manuel Jorge was born in
Portuguese Tangier in about 1592 to Antonio Jorge and Marfa Alvares. 8l His
wife was Ana de Vera of Cuencame. The couple had numerous children:
Antonio, Manuel, Diego, Pedro, Marfa, Ana, Juana, Lucia, and Isabe!.81 By
June 1655 their son, Antonio Jorge de Vera, was residing in New Mexico, where,
presumably, he was already married to Gertrudis Baca, the cousin of don
Pedro Duran y Chaves II, Lima's client and business partner during the early
165os.83 In view of these relationships, Lima likely facilitated in some way
Antonio Jorge's removal to New Mexico.
Although Lima displayed considerable acumen in the New Mexico trade,
it was neither his principal nor most lucrative economic pursuit. He appears
to have made his real fortune as a high-volume silver-mine provisioner, an
activity that ran on a much larger scale than his New Mexico concerns. He
entered this business in the early 1640S84 In 1647 Capt. Luis Zubrier de Morese,
a miner on the Cerro Rico of Parral as early as 1635, acknowledged owing
Lima more than eighteen thousand pesos "for silver in reales, salt, iron, clothing, [mercury], and other goods for my haciendas."85 Zubrier ultimately ran
up a massive, 33,662-peso debt to Lima and his Galician compadre, Captain
Apresa y Falcon - roughly 467 times the annual salary of a common laborer
in Parra!' This large encumbrance enabled Apresa y Falcon to acquire Zubrier's thirty-thousand-peso silver refinery, the Hacienda de San Antonio, in
a debt execution or distress sale in October 1649.86 Some years earlier in 1640,
Zubrier purchased supplies for his haciendas, including quantities of iron,
from Juan Gala, L6pez de Gracia's benefactor in 164987
Lima also entered government service in Parral, serving as constable of
Parral and the entire Santa Barbara province during the 165os. An affluent
merchant by midcentury, Lima had purchased the office of alguacil mayor
around the year 1655 for the sum of 3,550 pesos, but he never received confirmation of the title, which should have arrived within five years. The title,
which Lima claimed to have held for twenty years, eventually went to his son-
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in-law, Nicolas Rojo de Soria, who submitted a larger bid for the office. In what
appeared to be a futile fit of pique, Lima asked the king of Spain for a refund. 88
Adaptable and opportunistic, Lima diversified his growing financial interests to include the agricultural sector. During the late 1640S he maintained
relationships with the region's prominent agribusinessmen including Capt.
Juan de Nava, a cattle rancher at Cuencame. 89 At some point during the mid1600s, he also began to acquire agricultural properties, including a goodsized grain farm at San Bartolome and two cattle ranches. 90 Those
transactions returned him to agriculture, which was familiar to him from his
youth in Portugal. Nevertheless, Lima was obliged to make a considerable adjustment to the geography and climate of Nueva Vizcaya-from lush Vila
Vic;osa to the parched valley of San Bartolome, where farming was possible
only by means of an extensive system of man-made acequias.
In June 1657 Alferez Diego Gallegos (the apparent father ofJose Gallegos
of New Mexico) declared that he had sold the Rancho de Sombrerete to
Lima sometime earlier. 9! Irrigated farms in the vicinity of San Bartolome,
which produced tens of thousands of bushels of grain annually under favorable circumstances, proved to be an enormous asset to the Parral economy.
Lima's farm at San Bartolome, the Hacienda de Santiago, was larger than most
others and produced more than nineteen hundred bushels ofwinter wheat and
eight hundred bushels of corn in one season. 92 Lima also farmed rental property. In 1661 he leased an irrigated wheat farm at San Diego de Corralejo for
two years at the rate of two hundred pesos a year. Thus, by the early 1660s he
was moving more into agricultural activity and away from the commercial
sector. 93
Lima was still constable of Parral in 1658, but was not listed among the
town's merchants of that year. 94 Nevertheless, he evidently remained active
in commerce to some degree and was still described as a merchant in 1660.
The following year, Lima's name once again appeared on a May 1661 list of
merchants with stores. 95 In 1662 he was described as a diputado, an official
who acted as a representative of ParraI whenever the need arose. Lists of merchants and other documents from the mid-1660s indicate that Lima may have
permanently abandoned his traditional store-based mercantile activities by
that time. 96
Although out of the retail business, Lima was still active in Parral. In
January 1660 fray Juan RamIrez of New Mexico, procurator general and administrator of the mission supply wagons, granted Lima a power of attorney
designating him the Franciscans' syndic in Parral. 97 As business agent for the
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Franciscans, he bought and sold various supplies and commodities. By the
late 1660s-a period of severe drought in New Mexico and Parral-Lima
owned more than two thousand head of cattle. 98 By way of contrast, Valerio
Cortes del Rey, Lima's compadre and a native of Zaragoza in Aragon, owned
more than forty-three thousand sheep and cattle by the late 16608. Some years
later at the time of his death, Cortes del Rey possessed fifty thousand cattle
and thousands of mules and horses, making him far and away the most prolific stock raiser in Nueva Vizcaya. 99 Cortes, the town assayer in the 1640s, had
acted as godparent at the 1647 baptism of Lima's son, Domingo. lOo
There is no extant documentary evidence to suggest that Lima made serious investments in the mining sector. No mines or silver refineries were listed
among his assets in 1675. A number of ParraI's silver refiners, including Capt.
Gregorio de Carvajal, a native of Mexico City with close ties to the Portuguese, achieved yields in their mining operations of 2.0 to 2.5 ounces of refined silver per hundredweight of ore. 101 In order to realize revenues of twenty
thousand pesos (2,564 marks of silver), they needed to process around one
million pounds of are. To accomplish this, large investments in plant and
equipment were required; consistent supplies of water, mercury, and highgrade ores needed to be secured; and laborers had to be hired. Mining was
a laborious, expensive, and risky undertaking. Consequently, only a small
percentage of ParraI's miners became genuinely wealthy. Most ran up large
debts to their provisioners, some ofwhom -such as the Portuguese merchant
Jose Simois - charged their clients upwards of eight thousand pesos annually
for essential supplies. 102 Miners with dozens of employees also dispensed thousands of pesos per year in wages and advanced loans that were seldom repaid.
In the end, the overhead of a large silver refinery could easily exceed ten
thousand pesos annually. Potential profits, fixed costs, and the risk of financial ruin were high. Lima may have concluded that selling supplies to local
miners was preferable to becoming a miner himself.
Another activity that drew Lima's interest was financing commercial freighters outbound from Parra!' On one such occasion, Lima pledged financial
responsibility for Capt. Pedro de Andrade, a wagon owner based in Mexico
City, to transport 34,5°0 marks of silver (worth nearly 270,000 pesos) to the
treasury office in the city ofDurango. IOJ Andrade, a native ofBetanzos, Galicia,
owned twenty commercial freight wagons and six hundred mules by 1676.104
Lima's longstanding relationship with New Mexican churchmen continued even after his death in 1675. Fray Francisco de Ayeta, custodian of New
Mexico prior to the 1680 Pueblo Revolt, maintained livestock accounts with
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Lima's Rancho de Sombrerete. loi An accounting entry for June 1678 indicates
that Ayeta purchased, presumably on behalf ofthe Franciscans in New Mexico, 176 head of cattle. Father Ayeta's acquisitions in the Parral area were not
confined to livestock. In January 1676 he purchased six commercial freight
wagons and 120 mules for 2,850 pesos, a rate of475 pesos per wagon. 106 Ayeta's
reliance on the Parral markets during the 1670S was the culmination of commercial patterns dating back to the 1620S and 163os, when New Mexico missionaries Fathers Salas and Tomas Manso were active in mercantile pursuits.
Lima's cattle foreman during the 1670S was Ambrosio Saez, who was paid
275 pesos per year in that capacity.,07 This man, possibly the cousin ofAmbrosio Saez of New Mexico, may have been the same individual who, in 1663,
incurred a modest debt to the Portuguese merchant, Antonio Rodrigues Soto,
a native of Mexico City residing in Parral. 108 Lima's connection to the Saez
family of San Bartolome and New Mexico was more than professional. His
son, Jose, married Magdalena Saez, the daughter ofSargento Mayor Ambrosio Saez [de Chaves] and dona Ana Rodriguez de Anaya of New Mexico.'09
Ambrosio had resettled in Nueva Vizcaya after the Pueblo Revolt. This Ambrosio, born in the early 1640S at San Bartolome, emigrated to New Mexico
shortly after being convicted of stabbing Pedro Cano de los Rios during a
dispute over a mule in the autumn of1656."0 It appears that he may have arrived
in New Mexico sometime around 1658, at which time Juan Manso was governor in Santa Fe.
During the last years ofhis life, Lima evidently spent a good deal of time
at his wheat farm at San Bartolome, perhaps pursuing his version of the seignorial ideal of owning land and livestock while he was surrounded by a small
army of peasant retainers. By that time he boasted the title of encomendero,
meaning, in all likelihood, that he had been granted a village oflocal Concho Indians to help with the wheat harvests and other activities. Having prospered financially in the New World and having grown up in Vila Vic;osa,
which was known for its fertile soil and diverse crops, Lima probably aspired
to be the proprietor of a rural, estate. The last major financial transaction of
Lima's long career in Parral occurred on 2 September 1675, only a few weeks
prior to his death. On that date, he sold a fourth part of a wheat farm, called
San Jose in the valley of San Bartolome, including land, acequias, and buildings, to Capt. Antonio de Salafces for two thousand pesos.'"
Francisco de Lima died of unknown causes on 14 October 1675. He was
about sixty-three years of age-past middle age but not terribly old. His will,
which was written at his request by Father Jose de Moron two weeks later,
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indicated that Lima was buried next to the altar of San Antonio in the Parral
church. liZ His body was present at a sung mass before all of the priests in Parra!'
Befitting the devout Christian he doubtless was, Lima requested thirty masses
in Parral and fifty on the Altar del Perdon in the cathedral of Mexico City for
the repose of his sou!.1B He requested another hundred masses be said in Parra!'
Beyond providing for his children, he left three hundred pesos in work clothing for the Indians whom he had held in encomienda, one hundred pesos for
the poor of ParraI, and another hundred pesos for his son, Father Domingo de
Lima, to say masses for the souls of those Conchos who had died on his farm. 114
In unburdening his conscience to Father Moron, Lima offered a glimpse
into a family mystery. One of his bequests was to Marfa, a thirteen-year-old
living in his house. Lima left her the surprisingly large sum of one thousand
pesos, the same amount he gave to his own daughter, Francisca. He offered
no further explanation. The young girl may well have been his illegitimate
daughter, the product of an illicit union between Lima and an unnamed
woman, possibly a household servant. Whatever the case, Marfa lived among
the family and was well provided for.
Having acquired considerable agricultural holdings, Lima stated his desire that under no circumstances should the property be divided. Indeed, his
rural properties were his most valuable assets. His farms, flour mill, and acequias were worth 13,262 pesos. His house, chapel, corrals, covered walkways,
kitchen, and a jacal for wheat storage were appraised at 6,178 pesos. A torreon
at the Hacienda de Santiago and another wheat jacal came to 1,833 pesos.
Among the many items in his home were two expensive cotton tapestries
(valued at twenty-five pesos each), a door hanging, and a cotton yoke pad, all
manufactured in New Mexico. In total, the Hacienda de Santiago was worth

28,000 pesos, and Lima's overall wealth was nearly 50,000 pesos. 1I5
In the final analysis, Francisco de Lima was neither a merchant prince, like
several of his Portuguese counterparts in Mexico City, nor the wealthiest man
in Parra!' Nevertheless, he excelled at commerce and in local government
and achieved a high socioeconomic status attained by relatively few of his
contemporaries. For New Mexico before the Pueblo Revolt in 1680, he may
also have been the single most important figure in the Parral trade. By the
elevated monetary standards of ParraI, the New Mexico trade was relatively unimportant, especially when compared with commerce between that city and
the viceregal capita!. To the residents of New Mexico and the handful of New
Mexico-based traders and their employees who benefitted directly from their
association with Lima, however, Parral was a vital distribution center that

SUM MER 2002

HENDRICKS AND MANDELL

-+ 285

connected the distant colony with the heartland of New Spain. The financial assistance and marketing expertise provided by Lima was invaluable to
the New Mexico governors and traders of the mid-16oos. His patronage of the
New Mexico traders helped to promote a steady flow of retail merchandise
from Parral and Mexico City, thereby mitigating to some extent whatever
sense of geographical isolation the colonists experienced. Thanks to the efforts of venture capitalists such as Lima, the kingdom and provinces of New
Mexico were firmly attached-albeit at great distance-to the much larger
financial and distribution networks in Mexico City, Madrid, and beyond.
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5. Grande eneiclopedia, 72; and Eneiclopedia Luso-Brasileira, 1181-83.
6. Moreira acted as an agent for or was a business associate of several Parral businessmen including fellow Portuguese Manuel Jorge and Domingo Gonzalez. Capt. Juan
Gomes de Paiva to Simon Martinez and Capt. Domingo Gonzalez, Power of attorney, Mexico City, 21 May 1638, AHP, roll 164oA, frs. 464b-468a; Manuel Jorge to
Francisco Franco Moreira and Amaro Dfaz Maturana, Power of attorney, Parral, 25
November 1636, AHP, roll 1636, frs. 434a-435a; Manuel Jorge, Will, Parral, 7 June
1655, AHP, roll 1654B, frs. 942b-945a; and Capt. Diego Galiano to Francisco Franco
Moreira, Power of attorney, Parral, 28 July 1640, AHP, roll 1640A, frs. 219b-220b.
7. List of ParraI merchants with stores, Parral, 2 August 1639, AHP, roll 1639A, frs. 30b38b; and List of merchants, Parral, 20 April 1638, AHP, roll 1638, frs. 8b-16a.
8. Capt. Domingo Gonzalez, Will, Parral, 13 February 1642, AHP, roll 1641B, frs. 942b957 b .
9. Lopez del Castillo also had dealings with fray Geronimo de Zarate Salmeron of
Jemez Pueblo. Alferez Matias Lopez del Castillo, Will, San Bartolome, [1632], AHP,
roll 1632, frs. 180a-183a.
10. Oakah L. Jones Jr., Nueva Vi:zeaya: Heartland ofthe Spanish Frontier (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1988), 84-85.
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Collecting Native America, 1870-1960. Edited by Shepard Krech III and Barbara Hail, foreword by William C. Sturtevant. (Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1999. vi + 298 pp. 55 halftones, bibliography, index.

$45.00 cloth,

ISBN

1-56098-815-0.)

For many collectors, after the thrill of the acquisitions chase is over, there
comes the important query of where their collections will go. Will they be
dispersed via auction or sale, or will they be housed, intact, in an institution
devoted to similar materials, perhaps even bearing the collector's name? For
most of the collectors profiled in Shepard Krech III and Barbara Hail's book,
Collecting Native America, 1870-1960, the answer was not difficult to supply:
they simply built their own museums. All feared that Native Americans and
their culture would soon disappear and thus it became their obligation to
preserve the art and artifacts for future generations of Americans.
First presented at the conference, "Collectors /Museum Founders and
American Indians," held at the Smithsonian Institution in 1995, the nine chapters profiling eleven collectors try to answer the basic question: What in each
collector's background led him or her to specialize in Native American culture? Curators who now deal with these collections commented on the guidance collectors received from experts in the field, how much information
collectors recorded about individual pieces, what they noted on provenance
and how they limited the scope of their collecting.
For a George Heye, a Phoebe Hearst, a Clara Sears, or a Rudolf Haffenreffer, cost was not a major hindrance. They could purchase any single object or an entire collection if they wanted. Once an interest had gone beyond
being a hobby for them, they devoted their energies and fortunes to establishing museums. Sears and Haffenreffer began their museums on property they
owned, and Hearst expanded the Museum ofAnthropology at the University
of California in Berkeley, while Mr. Heye's collections became the Museum
of the American Indian. While these individuals collected and founded museums, they also supported various scholars and expeditions, representing
what might be called the philanthropic collectors.
Not all of the collectors described possessed great wealth. Molly Lee refers to Sheldon Jackson as part of another group, "the resident/returnee collectors, some of whom were missionaries"(p. 27)' As missionaries ventured
forth from Europe and America to the rest of the world, they often collected
examples of religious or ceremonial art from the indigenous people they were
trying to convert, both preserving that art and destroying its power. Such items
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22. Sometime prior to 1659, Noriega became acquainted with New Mexico governor
Bernardo Lopez de Mendizabal. Because of his attractive handwriting and Parral
connections, Noriega served nineteen months in Santa Fe as Governor Lopez's secretary. Subsequent to the arrest of the governor and his associates by the Inquisition,
Noriega was paid 150 pesos to escort the governor's wife, dona Teresa de Aguilera y
Roche, on her journey to Mexico City in the winter of 1662-1663. By 1664 Noriega
had returned to Parral, where he remained active in community affairs. Miguel de
Noriega, Declaration, Santa Fe, 22 September 1661, AGN, Inquisicion, 593; Miguel
de Noriega, Declaration, Santa Fe, 28 October 1661, AGN, Tierras, 3268; Juan
[Gala] Alvarez, Will and estate auction, Parral, 30 April 1649, AHP, roll 1649D,
frs.1912b-1968a; Juan de Ugarte, Will, estate inventory, valuation, and division of
property, Hacienda de San Jose, jurisdiction of San Francisco del Oro, 22 November 1664-14 August 1665, AHP, roll 1665B, frs. 104ob-1214a.
23. Miguel de Noriega and Jose de las Marinas to Juan de Salafces and Jose L6pez Noble,
Obligation, AHP, roll 1652B, frs. 911a-913b; and Miguel de Noriega and Jose de las
Marinas, Marketing agreement, AHP, roll 1652B, frs. 912b-913a.
24. Capt. Andres L6pez de Gracia to Francisco de Lima, Obligation, Parral, 29 February 1652, AHP, roll 1652C, frs. 1043b-1044a.
25. Francisco Lujan, Statement, Quaray Pueblo, 26 October 1640, AGN, Inquisici6n,
4 2 5.
26. Fray Miguel de Tovar and Alferez Adrian de Gutierrez, Parral, Statements, 30 March

1651, AHP, roll 1649D, frs. 1966a-1967b.
27. Andres Lopez de Gracia to Pedro de Sapien, Obligation, Parral, 29 December 1654,
AHP, roll1654B, frs. 866a-866b; Mutton supply contract to Pedro de Sapien, Parral,
May 1653, AHP, roll1653A, frs. 309a-3iob; Mutton supply contract to Pedro de
Sapien, Parral, 5 June 1656, AHP, roll1656A, frs. 179a-180a; and Will of Pedro de
Sapien, Hacienda de Santiago, Santa Barbara jurisdiction, 18 January 1660, AHP,

II

roll1660B, frs. 734b-737b.
28. Gov. Luis de Rosas remarked in 1641, "Every convent is a livestock operation and
general store, owned by the friars." Rosas is quoted in John L. Kessell, Kiva, Cross,
and Crown: The Pecos Indians and New Mexico, 1540-1840 (Washington, D.C.: National Park Service, U.S. Department of the lnterior, 1979), 164. For mission flocks
see John O. Baxter, Las Carneradas: Sheep Trade in New Mexico, 1700-1860 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1987), 7-10.
29. Rick Hendricks and Gerald J. Mandell, "Juan Manso, Frontier Entrepreneur," New

Mexico Historical Review 75 (July 2000): 341; and Alferez Diego Gallegos and Juan
Gallardo to Juan de Goyenola, Power ofattorney, Parral, 3 May 1645, AHP, roll 1645B,
frs. 588b-589a.
30. Capt. Andres L6pez de Gracia and Capt. Sebastian Munoz to Francisco Rosales,
Obligation, Parral, 5 March 1648, AHP, roll 1647, frs. 464b-465a.
31. Capt. Andres Lopez de Gracia to Simon Martin, Obligation, Parral, 14 March 1649,
AHP, roll 1649B, frs. 794b-795a.
32· Andres Lopez de Gracia to Juan Sanchez Rico, Transfer of Apaches, San Diego, 21
February 1648, AHP, roll1649B, frs. 707b-708a.
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33. Andres Lopez [de Gracia] to Juan [Gala] Alvarez, Promissory note, Parral, 13 March
1649, AHP, roll 16490, fr. 1963b; Estate inventory of Juan [Gala] Alvarez, Parral, 813 May 1649, AHP, roll 1649C, frs. 1465b-1467b; and Andres Lopez de Gracia, Acknowledgement of debt, Parral, 28-31 March 1651, AHP, roll 16490, frs. 1964a-1964b.
34. See, for example, Juan Navarro Pastrana to Antonio Rodrigues Soto, Shipping manifest, Mexico City, 1April 1675, AHP, roll 1678C, frs. 1258b-1262b; Store inventory of
Gen. Martin Perez de Veingolea, Parral, 30 July 1661, AHP, roll 1661C, frs. 1580b1592b; Will and estate inventory of Fernando de Valdes Llanos, AHP, roll 1651B, frs.
937b-1086a; and Juan [Gala] Alvarez, Will and estate auction, Parral, AHP, roll
16490, frs. 1912b-1968a.
35. Store inventory of Gen. Martin Perez de Veingolea, AHP, roU1661C, frs. 1580b1592b .
36. Escallada was evidently accompanied by Toribio de la Huerta in Parra!' Capt. Juan
de la Escallada Castillo to Francisco Soto, Obligation, Parral, 4 January 1655, AHP,
roll 1654B, frs. 872b-873b; and Toribio de la Huerta to Sebastian Fernandez de Harnero, Obligation, Parral, 4 January 1655, AHP, roll 1654B, frs. 873b-874a.
37· See note 34 above.
38. Fernando Duran y Chaves II, Statement, 28 October 1692, Town of Atrisco grant,
Court of Private Land Claims, Case 45, New Mexico State Records Center and
Archive, Santa Fe; Pedro Duran y Chaves II to Francisco de Lima, Obligation, Parral,
7 November 1652, AHP, roll 1652B, frs. 917a-917b; and Pedro Duran y Chaves to
Francisco de Lima, Obligation, Parral, 30 December 1654, AHP, roll 1654B, frs.
867b-868a.
39. Fray Angelico Chavez, Origins of New Mexico Families: A Genealogy of the Span-

ish Colonial Period (Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press, 1992), 19-21.
40. Capt. Juan Gomez Fernandez to Fernando Duran y Chaves, Sale ofa ranch, Parral,
31 December 16 52, AHP, roll 1652B, frs. 943a-944a.
41. Will and estate inventory of Fernando de Valdes Llanos, AHP, roll 1651B, frs. 937b1086a.
42· Manuel Marquez to Fernando de Valdes Llanos, Obligation, Parral, 13 June 1640,
AHP, roll 1640A, frs. 183b-184b.
43. Capt. Fernando Duran y Chaves to Isabel de Villegas, Apache slave transfer, San
Diego de las Minas Nuevas, 27 October 1652, AHP, ro1l1652B, frs. 35oa-35ob.
44. Capt. Juan Gomez Fernandez to Fernando Duran y Chaves, Sale ofa ranch, Parral,
31 December 1652, AHP, roll 1652B, frs. 943a-944a.
45· Marriage of Ursula and Nicolas Lazaro, Parral, 27 May 1653, LOS, Marriages, 0162555.
46. Muster, Parral, 14 November 1655, AHP, roll 1655A, frs. 18a-19a.
47· Domingo Lorenzo, Will, Hacienda de Santo D~mingo de Ano Nuevo, 10 July 1664,
AHP, roll 1665A, frs. 562b-566a.
48. List of merchants, Parral, 9 November 1643, Parral, AHP, roll 1643A, frs. 177b-185a.
49· Juan de Ugarte, Will, estate inventory, valuation, and division of the property, Hacienda de San Jose, jurisdiction of San Francisco del Oro, 22 November 1664-14 August
1665, AHP, ro1l1665B, frs. 1040b-1214a; and Domingo Lorenzo to Pedro de Andrade,
Obligation, Parral, 1August 1663, AHP, ro1l1662B, frs. 83ob-83Ia.
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50. Documents related to the estate ofAntonio Rodrigues Soto, Parra] and Mexico City,
9 December 1675-11 November 1676, AHP, roll 1678B, frs. 1031a-1073a.
51. Domingo Lorenzo, Will, Hacienda de Santo Domingo de Aii.o Nuevo, 10 July 1664,
AHP, roll 1665A, frs. 562b-566a; and Burial of Maria Jorge, Parral, 30 August 1696,
LOS 0162563, Burials, 2.
52. Alferez Toribio de Hevia, Will, San Bartolome, 30 May 1654, AHP, roll 1658B, frs.
706a-71Ob.
53. Antonio Rodriguez, Will, Rodriguez's home one league from Parral, 16 September
1653, AHP, roll 1653B, frs. 983b-986b.
54. Pedro Duran y Chaves to Francisco de Lima, Obligation, Parral, 30 December 1654,
AHP, roll 1654B, frs. 867b-868a.
55. Even after the legal slave trade in Parral markets came to an end, some illegal slaving continued throughout the Spanish period. King Carlos II ordered the final and
definitive prohibition ofIndian slavery on 12 June 1679. This order was subsequently
incorporated into the Recopilaci6n de leyes de los reinos de las Indias as book 4, title
2, law 16. This official action did little to halt the practice in regions such as the far
northern frontier of New Spain, on Chile's southern and eastern frontiers, and in
New Mexico. John L. Kessell, Rick Hendricks, and Meredith D. Dodge, eds., To the

Royal Crown Restored: The Journals ofdon Diego de Vargas, New Mexico, 1692-1694
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1995), 552 n. 60; and Hendricks and
Mandell, "Juan Manso," 367.
56. Criminal complaint against Capt. Alonso Garcia for trafficking in Apache slaves,
Parral, 12 JanuarY-4 February 1665, AHP, roll 1665B, frs.1280b-1302a.
57. Alferez Matias Lopez del Castillo to Pedro Alonso de Villalba, Slave sale, Parral, 12
October 1633, AHP, roll 1633B, frs. 719a-720a; and John L. Kessell and Rick Henc\ricks, eds., By Force of Arms: The Journals of don Diego de Vargas, New Mexico,
1691-1693 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1992), 41 n. 6.
58. See for example Simon Martinez to Bernardo de Pastrana, Slave sale, Parral, 29
March 1640, AHP, roll 1640A, frs. 95b-96b; Alferez Pedro de Vertiz to Francisco de
Lima, Slave sale, Parral, 1October 1640, AHP, roll 1640A, frs. 266b-269a; and Manuel de Cortinas to Jeronimo de Aranda, Slave sale, Parral, 31 December 1640, AHP,
roll 1640A, frs. 400b-401b.
59. Francisco de Lima, Slave sale, Parral, 17 January 1640, AHP, roll 1640A, frs. 139b142b; Domingo de Apresa y Falcon to Domingo Gonzalez and Francisco de Lima,
Power of attorney to sell slaves, Parral, 2 June 1640, AHP, roll 1640A, frs. 170b-171a;
and Francisco de Lima, Slave sale, Parral, 1October 1640, AHP, roll 1640A, frs. 266b269a.
60. Bachiller Jose de Moron, Will of Francisco de Lima, AHP, roll 1675A, frs. 262b-271b.
61. Capt. Tome Dominguez to Andres Pelaez, Sale of freight wagon and mules, Parral,
4 June 1641, AHP, roll 1641A, frs. 724b-725b.
62. Capt. Andres Lopez de Gracia and Capt. Sebastian Munoz to Francisco Rosales,
Obligation, Parral, 5 March 1648, AHP, roll 1647, frs. 464b-465a; and Francisco
Dominguez to Andres Lopez de Gracia, Sale of freight wagon and mules, Parral,
[March] 1648, AHP, roll 1647, f1. 467b.
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63. Antonio de Sepulveda, Administrative accounting of the silver-refining operation of
Mateo Nunez, AHP, Parral, 5 May 1635-14 July 1636, roll 1636, frs. 314b-325a.
64- Since Sapien was receiving eighteen to twenty reales for each two-year-old wether
he sold in the Parral market, he may have paid his New Mexico supplier(s) eight to
twelve reales apiece for similar sheep. After their long journey from north-central
New Mexico, those animals would have required a period of fattening up before
slaughter. See note 25 above.
65. See for example Juan [Gala] Alvarez, Will and estate auction, Pa rral , AHP, roll 16490,
frs. 1912b-1968a; Bachiller Jose de Moron, Execution of power of attorney to make
Francisco de Lima's will, Parral, 13 October 1675, AHP, roll 1675A, frs. 260b-261b;
and Bachiller Jose de Moron, Will of Francisco de Lima, Parral, AHP, roll 1675A,
frs. 262b-271b.
66. Manuel Jorge, Will, AHP, roll 1654B, frs. 942b-945a; Capt. Domingo Gonzalez,
Will, AHP, roll 1641B, frs. 942b-957b; List of the miners of La Negrita, Parral, 8 May
1635, AHP, roll 1635, frs. 206a-208a; and Baptism of Jose Rodrigues, Parral, I June
1641, LOS, Baptisms, 0162529.
67. Capt. Domingo de Apresa y Falcon to Francisco de Lima and Capt. Domingo Gonzalez, Power of attorney to sell slaves, Parral, 2 June 1640, AHP, roll 1640A, frs. 170b17 1a .
68. Bachiller Jose de Moron, Will of Francisco de Lima, AHP, roll 1675A, frs. 262b-271b.
69· Mandatory registration of Portuguese, Parral, 12 JanuarY-2o February 1642, AHP, roll
1642A, frs. 14Ib-162a.
70. Bachiller Juan Robledo, Statement, Parral, 24 July 1646, AHP, roll 1646B, frs. 985a990a; and Bachiller Juan Robledo, Will, Parral, 26 January 1669, AHP, roll 1669A,
frs. 463b-464b.
71. Elvira Robledo, Will, Parral, 21 May 1671, AHP, roll 1671C, frs. 1525b-1528b; and Will
and estate inventory of Gen. Juan Fernandez de Carrion, Parral, 17 June-13 October 1667, AHP, roll1667B, frs. 889b-918a.
72. Baptism ofJose de Lima, Parral, 28 April 166o, LOS, Baptisms, 0162529; and Bernardo
Lopez de Mendizabaf, Declaration, Mexico City, 20 April 1663, AGN, Tierras, 3283.
73· Bachiller Jose de Moron, Will of Francisco de Lima, AHP, roll 1675A, frs. 262b-271b.
74- Capt. Domingo Gonzalez to Capt. Martin de Ibarra and Francisco de Arellano,
Power of attorney, San Bartolome, 7 November 1632, AHP, roll 1632, frs. 185a-186a.
75. An article on Castro by Boyd-Bowman provides further details about the business
relationship between Castro and Gonzalez. The author errs in writing that Gonzalez pawned a piece of jewelry with Castro to pay for litharge; the reverse was true.
Peter Boyd-Bowman, "A Spanish Soldier's Estate in Northern Mexico (1642)," His-

panic American Historical Review 53 (February 1973): 104; and Domingo Gonzalez,
Will, AHP, roll 1641B, frs. 942b-957b.
76. Gregorio de Carvajal, Will, Parral, 9 August 1663, AHP, ro1l1667A, frs. 544b-547b.
Domingo Gonzalez, Will, AHP, roll 1641B, frs. 942b-957b.
78. Marriage of Francisco de Lima and Marfa Gonzalez, Parral, 30 November 1644,
LOS, Marriages, 0162555.

n

SUMMER 2002

HENDRICKS AND MANDELL ~

291

79. Bachiller Jose de Moron, Will of Francisco de Lima, AHP, roll 1675A, frs. 262b-271b .
80. Ibid.; Baptism of Francisca de Lima, Parral, 30 September 1645, LOS, Baptisms,
0162529; Baptism of Domingo de Lima, 28 November 1647, Parral, LOS, Baptisms,
0162529; Baptism of Lorenzo de Lima, Parral, 18 August 1651, LOS, Baptisms, 0162529;
and Baptism of Jose de Lima, Parral, 28 April 1660, LOS, Baptisms, 0162529.
81. Manuel Jorge, Will, Parral, 7 June 1655, AHP, roll 1654B, frs. 942b-945a.
82. Manuel Jorge's executors were his wife, Ana de Vera, and his nephew by marriage,
Francisco de Lima. Jorge died in Parral in September 1655. Ibid.; and Burial of Manuel Jorge, Parral, 18 September 1655, LOS 0162562, Burials,!.
83. Chavez, Origins of New Mexico Families, 51. Another of Gertrudis's cousins, Capt.
Cristobal Baca (son of Capt. Alonso Baca), also had connections in Parral and was
buried at San Diego. Burial ofCristobal Baca, San Diego, II April 1697, LOS 0162562,
Burials,!.
84. Antonio de Urbaneja to Francisco de Lima, Obligation, Parral, 4 June 1640, AHP,
roll 1460A, fr. 175a.
85. Capt. Luis Zubrier de Morese to Francisco de Lima, Obligation, Parral, 7 November 1647, AHP, roll 1647, frs. 407b-408a.
86. Order and execution, Hacienda de San Antonio, 8 October 1649, AHP, roll 1649C,
frs. 951b-954b; and Estate valuation, Hacienda de San Antonio, 15 October 1649,
AHP, roll 1649C, frs. 958b-961b.
87. Luis Zubrier de Morese to Juan [Gala] Alvarez, Obligation, Parral, AHP, roll 1640A,
frs. 387b-388a.
88. Bachiller Jose de Moron, Execution of power ofattorney to make Francisco de Lima's
will, Parral, AHP, roll 1675A, frs. 260b-261b; and Bachiller Jose de Moron, Will of
Francisco de Lima, Parral, AHP, roll 1675A, frs. 262b-271b.
89. Capt. Juan de Nava to Francisco de Lima, Power of attorney, Parral, 5 December
1647, AHP, roll 1647, frs. 424a-425a.
90. Documents related to the estate of Francisco de Lima, San Bartolome and Parral,
8 November 1675-26 April 1685, AHP, rolls 1675B and 1675C, frs. 905b-J283a.
91. Kessell and Hendricks, By Force of Arms, 483 n. 45; and Alferez Diego Gallegos,
Will, Parral, 27 June 1657, AHP, roll 1656B, frs. 642b-644b.
92. Documents related to the estate of Francisco de Lima, AHP, rolls 1675B and 1675C,
frs. 905b-J283a.
93. Ines Martinez Orejon and Francisco de Lima, Rental agreement, Parral, 20 June
1661, AHP, roll 1660B, frs. lOoza-1023b.
94- List of merchants, Parral, 5-6 September 1658, Parral, AHP, roll 1658A, frs. 4b-8b.
95. List of merchants, Parral, 9 May 1661, Parral, AHP, roll 1661A, frs. 586b-587b; and
Francisco de Lima to Marfa Rico Villamil, Slave sale, Parral, 31 December 1660,
AHP, roll 1660B, frs. 858b-86oa.
96. Francisco de Lima, Statement, Parral, 20 March 1662, AHP, roll 1662A, fr. 158b; List
of merchants, Parral, II January 1662, Parral, AHP, roll 1662A, frs. 17b-18a; List of
merchants, Parral, 27 February 1662, Parral, AHP, roll 1662A, frs. 156b-158a; List of
merchants, Parral, 6 September 1662, Parral, AHP, roll 1662A, frs. 19a-20a; List of
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merchants, Parral, 24 May 1664, Parral, AHP, roll 166¢, frs. 143b-145b; List of merchants, Parral, 15 September 1664, Parral, AHP, roll 166¢, frs. 145b-147a; and List
of merchants, Parral, 9 September 1666, Parral, AHP, roll 1666A, frs. 136a-137b.
97. Fray Juan Ramfrez to Francisco de Lima, Power of attorney, Parral, 8 January 1660,
AHP, roll 1660B, frs. 733b-734a.
98. Another less serious drought occurred in the early 165os. Capt. Domingo de Apresa
y Falcon and Felipe Catalan, Inventory of available flour and grain, Parral and San
Bartolome, 21 JanuarY-28 February 1654, AHP, roll 165¢, no frame number (Case
number G-3); Gen. Carlos Gago de Mendoza y Sotomayor, Edicts, Parral, 31 October 1667-10 February 1668, AHP, roll 1666A, frs. 155b-163a; Capt. Juan Leal, Petition, Parral, [24 April] 1668, AHP, roll 1668C, frs. 1532b-1533a; Gon~alo Rodrigues
Sampaio and Juan Martinez Simois, Petition, Parral, 2 July 1669, AHP, roll 1669A,
frs. 41b-42a; and Gen. Carlos Gago de Mendoza y Sotomayor, Statement, Parral, 15
February 1668, AHP, roll 1666A, frs. 164a-164b.
99. Documents related to the mayorazgo established by Valerio Cortes del Rey, Parral
and Madrid, 20 October 1674-24 July 1737, AHP, roll 1738, frs. 402a-443b; and Chantal Cramausell, "EI poder de los caudillos en el norte de la Nueva Espai'ia: Parral,
siglo xvii," in Cfrculos de poder en la Nueva Espaila, coordinated by Carmen Castai'ieda (Mexico City: Centro de Investigaciones y Estudios Superiores en Antropologfa Social/Miguel Angel Porrua, 1998), 52-53.
100. Baptism of Domingo de Lima, Parral, 28 November 1647, LOS, Baptisms, 0162529.
101. Gregorio de Carvajal, Will, Parral, 9 August 1663, AHP, roll 1667A, frs. 544b-547b.
102. Will, estate inventory, valuation, and division of the property of Juan de Ugarte,
AHP, roll 1665B, frs. 1040b-1214a.
103. Capt. Pedro de Andrade and Francisco de Lima, Financing agreement, Parral, 14
March 1658, AHP, roll 1658A, fr. 148a.
104. Pedro de Andrade, Will, Parral, 24 March 1676, AHP, roll 1676A, frs. 474b-480a.
105. Father Ayeta also had livestock accounts with Pedro Cano of San Diego. Pedro Cano
de los Rfos, Will, San Diego, 9 January 1676, AHP, ro1l1676C, frs. 1765b-I773b; and
Documents related to the estate of Francisco de Lima, AHP, rolls 1675B and 1675C,
frs. 905b-1283a.
106. Jose Maldonado y Duran of Mexico City to fray Francisco de Ayeta, Sale ofsix freight
wagons and 120 mules, Parral, 6 January 1676, AHP, roll 1676A, frs. 509b-511a.
107. Documents related to the estate of Francisco de Lima, AHP, rolls 1675B and 1675C,
frs. 905b-1283a.
108. Ambrosio Saez and Juan Perez de Amparan to Antonio Rodrigues Soto, Obligation,
Parral, 9 February 1663, AHP, roll 1662B, frs. 751b-752a.
109. Sargento Mayor Ambrosio Saez II, Will, Parral, 12 May 1698, AHP, roll 1704B, frs.
589b-591b; and Burial of Ambrosio Saez de Chaves, Parral, 13 May 1698, LOS
0162563, Burials, 2.
110. Pedro Cano v. Juan and Ambrosio Saez, Criminal complaint, San Diego, 20 November 1656-17 March 1657, AHP, roll 16560, frs. 2162b-2167a.
111. Francisco de Lima to Capt. Antonio de Salafces, Land sale, Parral, 2 September
1675, AHP, roll 1675B, frs. 394b-396b.
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Bachiller Jose de Moron, Will of Francisco de Lima, AHP, roll 167SA, frs. 262b-z71b;
and Burial of Francisco de Lima, Parral, [IS] October 167S, LDS 016zS62, Burials, L
113. The Altar del Perdon occupies the retrochoir and faces the main door of Spanish
cathedrals, which is also referred to as the Puerta del Perdon. The name derives
from the fact that penitents of the Inquisition entered the church by this door to
reconcile themselves with the church, which was pardoning them. Manuel Toussaint, La Catedral de Mexico y el Sagrario Metropolitano: su historia, su tesoro, su
arte. 2d ed. (Mexico City: Editorial Pornia, 1973), 121-22.
114. Bachiller Jose de Moron, Will of Francisco de Lima, AHP, roll 167SA, frs. 262b-Z71b.
liS. Documents related to the estate of Francisco de Lima, AHP, rolln67SB and 167SC,
frs. 9osb-1283a.
112.

